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' T—E WHITE HOUSE

NHNASHINGTON

August 25, 1977

MZMORANDUM FOR THE HELZS OF
EXECUTIVE DEPARTNSNTS AND AGENCIES

SUBJECT: Study of Fedzral Justice System Improve-ent
Activities

The weaknesses of our sresent system of justice azra painfully
clear to many citizens. Lawyers are often availa-ile anly

to the wealthy or the YeIy poor. There are substz-tial
backlogs in the courts, While many people have Eropesed
plans for resolving 3Jizputes outside of .the courts, fey

of these plans are now operating. The Federal Gerernment
does not bear full reszonsibility for correcting zxess
inequities, but it sho:1g make its own system a m-3el and
£neourage State and lo-al governments to improve -*eao suality
oI their systems of Jjustice.

I have therefore dirsc:=ga my Reorganization Projecz Staff

2t the Office of Managsment and Budget to review =21

Tederal activities desizned to improve the system of Zustice
in this country. Theses include: (1) justice resezrca

Programs; (2) justics information and statistical services;
{3) Jjustice policy and Planning offices; (4) finarczial
assistance for State ar= local systems; and (5) otner refcrm
activities such as juvenile justice and delinquenc+ preven-
tion programs.

“his review will rely tsavily on advice and counse’l from
Congress, Executive derartments and agencies, the “udiciary,
State and local officizZs, and the public.

You may be asked to ccrtribute time, resources, ari sraff
support to this effort. I consider this to be a “igh
oriority matter, and I #now I can count on your ccosperation
2nd assistance.
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In order to inform all affected parties that this raview
is underway, I have directed that this memorandum L=
published in the Federal Register.
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